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The advantages he had derived from being taught
at home, together with a natural aptitude to learn,
enabled him to enter classes composed of young men
in many cases double his own age. He was thus
soon lifted out of childhood into youth. The occupa-
tions and reading and ambitions of his classmates
became his. He joined their Thespian Society, and
their debating club, and during the period while he
was from seven to thirteen years of age, he was in
" constant competition with those who were almost
ready to enter upon the career of men.

Yet he was not one of those boys who strive for
a general perfection at school, for the mere sake of
being perfect. His ambition to excel in his classes
was never a passion. He loved the school for its
excitements, and especially because many young girls
were his companions and not unfrequently his rivals
for school honors.

There is a story told of his school days which
shows a strong will, even in childhood. The scholars
of the school he attended used to meet during the
winter in friendly contest the scholars of another
school. Upon being dismissed in the afternoon,
these two factions would draw up in line of battle
before each other and fight till one or the other was
driven off the field. One evening the struggle had
been unusually severe. The rival school at last
began to gain an advantage. One by one their
opponents dropped away. A small knot of boys
tougher than the rest fought on, side by side. Grad-
ually these also were one by one driven off the
ground, till at last one little fellow, the Kentucky
boy, was left to fight it out alone. He struggled on
till he dropped from sheer exhaustion. " Boys," heThe moon was
